February PTO minutes pending approval
1. Call to order –Ellen Bradley
2. Reading and Approval of January 2011 minutes

Approved

3. Presentation by Terri Young on “Signal to Noise”

Signal to noise is a moving image art festival.  The students who are involved in “Signal to Noise” can make movies, garage band music with pictures, animations, etc…

The kids at Findley use Kid Pix (slideshow that can look animated) and Keynote in technology class, which can be used to submit work for the festival.

Mrs. Young shared with the PTO a video made by the 5th graders entitles “Don’t Bully” and created with the flip video cameras.  The 5th grade classes of Ms. Harris and Ms. Larsen are also working on public announcements.  Other types of works which could be submitted, are comedy/drama/ news documentary.

If parents and students are interested, they can find more information by going on the Beaverton School District Homepage and find the Media Showcase section.  There is on that webpage all the information needed to submit work for the festival.  The entry deadline is March 11th.  Showcase of the finalists work is on May 12th at Sunset Presbyterian Church.

Mrs. Young said that any grade level (K-5) can participate.  The students can do the videotaping at home (student produced work only) and bring their work to school.  Mrs. Young will help download and edit their work.

REPORTS

4. Board members report

President – Ellen Bradley 

Angie Kelly, the co-president, is absent due to her son’s illness.

The PTO has received many thanks from the teachers and staff for the International Staff Appreciation lunch, the fabulous Indian Art Lit night, etc…

Vice-President –Corinne Frechette

No new business

5. Treasurer- Laura Rich

We will soon be working on next year’s budget and we are trying to anticipate the needs for 2011-2012.  We will know more when the School District budget deficit is clearly outlined, and we know the exact impact it will have on Findley.

5th grade class has been doing a great job at fundraising, and they intend on purchasing dictionaries and a popcorn machine for our school.

6. Findley Staff Report- Kathy Kennedy

Laptops and flip videos have been in use by the teachers and the students. (ex: yard critters search documented on flip videos).
The food drive that was held earlier this school year was much appreciated.

The teachers have questions about the EPI materials supplier.  The quality of the materials has been noted as poor (particularly the binders, zipper binders, and pencils).  The teachers have a real concern about the price of those materials not meeting the quality standard expected.

Ellen explained that Angie Patterson is now in charge of next year’s supplies and trying to work things out with EPI, as we have already signed a contract with them for 2011-2012.  The PTO board would like to put a work group together with a representative from each grade to assess the needs for the materials’ quality improvement in each grade.

7. Committee Report

LSC- Mr. Boudreau

Kids for Bricks- Continuation of this after school program with one more group of students added.
LSC representation: (As previously noted the cost for running LSC elections is $12,500.  Given the financial climate in the District, we are cutting costs).  Options are still being considered.

Volunteer coordinator- Ellen for Donna Moreno

We recently put out a request for help with updating  Helpcounter and got a volunteer.  We are actively recruiting for 2011-2012 committees.  Donna is looking for someone to shadow her work as a lead coordinator for the committees.  

NEW BUSINESS
· Mrs. Skidmore said that the projected deficit has now come down from 40 million to 36 million.  There are 2 listening sessions coming up at which parents are welcome and can be heard.  Mr Onishi and Mrs Engussen have participated in a listening session explaining how important their roles as Specialists are in childrens’ education.
There were subsequent questions on what the PTO can pay for?  Mrs. Skidmore answered that the PTO can pay for anything they want to the exception of school employees (Teachers, IA, etc…)  More details will be posted on the website soon.

A great way the Findley parents could help is by writing grants where moneys are widely available.

· The Indian Art Lit night was a fabulous success thanks to many volunteers under the leadership of Debbie Nadell.  There were about 400 people who came through the doors.  About half of the allotted budget was spent, and the whole community had a wonderful time.  Thank you volunteers!!

· Many people want to know if this type of Art Lit night will be a yearly occurrence as it was appreciated.  Some nearby schools do this type of event (scaled down version) every year.  We could consider doing it too.  All we need is plenty of volunteers and someone wanting to organize.  In April we will find out more about which culture will be showcased through the Art Lit program next year.

· We now have a PTO website www.Findleypto.com which was graciously put up for us by Jocelyn Mozak.  We discussed what we could put on our website (ex: link to e-scrip).

· 5th graders had a Readathon.  The idea was to read 20 mins 11sec (2011) and bring $20.11 to school as a fundraiser.  It is important to mention that Findley only has 1 school wide fundraiser, but that the 5th grade has additional fundraisers.
· A motion to donate $500 to Signal to Noise (as was done in the previous years) was made by Laura Rich and seconded by Debbie Nadell.  It passed unanimously.

UPCOMING EVENTS

· Kindergarten Round Up: Thursday March 3rd (The PTO board will try to have a member there)

· Spirit Day/ Soc Hop March 4th  (note the change of date)

· Science Fair March 9th: (437 children are signed for reviews.)

We need plenty of parent volunteers to review science experiments.

